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'Sri Lanka's Easter Sunday
Massacre: Lessons for the
International Community’ by Prof.
Aohan Gunaratna, is the first
nvestigative book written on the
Easter Sunday attacks in S
Lanka. On 21 Apnl 2015, multiple
lerror attacks were lunched by
nine terrorists influenced by the
ideology of the slamic State (15).
The Book explains the
catastrophic attack against the
backdrop of Islamist extremism
and violence in 56 Lanka. The
awthor, Prof. Gunaratna is an
expert in the field of temariam
studies. An Honorary Professor at
Sir Jotw Kotelawala Defence
University, he is akso a Professor of
Security Studies at the Nanyang
Technology Unéversity, Singapore,
A specialistin national and
nternational security, he has

Book Review - Sri Lanka’s Easter Sunday Massacre

"LESSONS FOR
THE INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNITY’

permitted ta function in future, it

(Maufer) read widely on the
i i and, after

fnlhow«s The Book also

worked worldwide with will radicalize Muslims that will be i gaging how educated youth
govemments!o ﬁgm threals am susceptible to recruitment, anintemal struggle, eventually such as Jameel has become a

bl Praf. Book on the succumbed 1o s ideclogy”. victim of indoctrination’, arguing
Prof. Gunaratna' slatestmd( Easter Sunday Attacks not only According to Prof, Gunaratna, that poverty is not the only reason
Investigates the anatomy of the unveiled the process of the tragic Maufer was the ‘mentor’ ufZahrsn. faor radicaligation. On page 174, the
Easter Sunday attacks in Si ierruanackbutaiwhuwg‘ns t!lamerzls suthor explains how Jameel has
Lanka. Considering the S Lankan the predi how Zahran Maulavi [ posed to radical ideclogy

government's decision tolift the
b on five of the eleven Ishamic
organisations in Sri Lanka in July
2023,

Prof. Gunaratna's book is timely
1o understand how national
security is compromised for
palitical gain. The ban on Muslim

and ‘extremism’ which was
promoted by Salafi-Wahakbi
traditions (page 162),

“&ni Lanka's Easter Sunday
Massacre' is unique in its nature
since it starts with a chronology of
evenls related o Easter Sunday
Attacks {page xv — lix). Prof.

groups
idzalogies - the Jamiatul Ansari

has perfectly captured
the essence of essential and minor

has been radicalised and alienated
from hes own society and the rest
of the Sri Lankan ity. Prof.

in al-Furgan Islamic Information
Ctmmdunng hls slayin Australia,
him embrace

Gunaratna namates on page 57
that,“Zahran's stary provides
insight inio the genesis and
evolution of an alien ideslogy
imptanted in Sr Lanka and its
conzequences. |t routes the

theideology of 1S. Therefore, Prof.
Gunaratna's Book SnLanka's
Easter Sunday Massacre' isa
classic in elaborating on the
process of radicalisation of
individuals who are from different

hirthplace of and how it

Therety, it

Sunnatul Mohammadia (JASM), details related to the catastrophe has sown within Sri Lanka's socio- hlghllgm: that radicalisation is a
Sri Lanka Tawheed Jamaat (SLTJ), of the Easter Sunday terror political nexus”. Apart from that, distinet process foreach and every
Al Ceylon Tawheed Jamaat attacks. The importance of the O\apterz andcmleraalso individual wha is exposed to
(ACT.J), Lanka Tawhsed Jamast ehrenology ks that: that the different life,
{CTJ), and the United Tawhead 1. It highights the events prior process of individuals :Illle(sfmm malanqll\epmeessuf
Jamaat (UT.J) were ifted Az a tothe Easter Sund sy attacks but ane to another onthe difficult to
result of theinvestigations relates to the d of the i ]
by the ‘which was mosthy andmecomexlsto which the Finally.meauﬂnmdedicm

Commission of Inquiry into the ntqimed when analysing this individuals are exposed ta, the last chapter to reflect on
Easlef Surﬂayma:lm exclusivist Event. This model explairs the Case lessons learnt from the Easter

b d 2. It al kes the reader Studies of Easter Sunday suscide Sunday attacks in 2019, Apart
Illuuqhal}neue |nﬂpnl 2021 understand that, the ‘Easter ‘hombers such as Zahran, from, a broad discussion of the
The evidence against these Sunday attacks' is not a single Mohamed ibrahim llham Ahamed. failure of national security, memost
organisations revealed that they event of viclent extremism which Abdul Latheef Jameel M f this
were promaoting ‘exclusivist' oacured within a night, The Easter and others that perpetrated 'Sri is haw the author hasdluslralcd
weologies such as Salafi Sunday attack is aresubt ofa Lanka's Easter Sunday Massacre', the dilemma of the “consumer-
Wahablsm which leads 10 1he series of domestic events but ‘IheBmkwwdl,l portrays the producer relationship’ in
radicalisation of potential Muslims by the g terrar ideclogy and Studies. Prof
i S Lanka. As Prof. Gunaratna scenarios due to the intemal fault terrorism throwgh the case study Gunaratna states an page 201 that
mentioned in his Book (page 76), lines. olZahran Tracing Zahran's the imelligence agencies

1he Easter Sunday attack leader
Zaharan Maulavi ak.a Zahran
Hashim started to work in 2009 as
a preacher in SrLanka. The Tamil
Madu Tawheed Jamaat (TNTJ)
nfluenced several sister
organisations in S Lanka
mcluding Zaharan to spread
Eslamic knowledge m its ‘pure

.
Lessuns for th t\k *"‘

Internatioga

QCU munity

Dr Rohap Gunaratna

Prof, Gunaratna's investigativ

e system: Prof, Gunaratna has

writing ability atiracts the answered many of the questions
attention of the reader making 'Srl raised on the tragic attack while
Lanka's Easter Sunday Massacre:! inviting, even more, 1o be
Lessons for th in the future. Hence,
Community', a ‘must read’ Book this Book has paved the way for
on the tragic 1emor attack in the future academics and

Island nation, The book is an eye- researchers 1o navigate and

form', The IS recruits vhs‘traveled
1o Syria in 2015 incldi

Nilam were from ACT.J. I ACTJ is

The Book is rich in explaini of states larly DI and 515) *knew of opener en 'reciprocal explore more on the subject of
the radicalisation u'oocssm‘ on pages 58-59 IhaL 'Thqulmlln almost all the Easter Sunday radicalisation’ in the post-war terrorism and national security,
individuals related 1o the Easter 1y, ! needed context while (Bustrating the taking Easter Sunday attacks asa
Sunday attacks. This provides the his Faml,' Haszhim snklpad:msu( political patronage and legal drawbacks of the national Sy,
reader with an understanding of food on the sireets”. This asserts support to keep the steadfast security system to address the
hwmewpeﬁalm ol!heEas!et lhe pomtﬂ!a:!a!vms - Build-up of threat in check®. This threat. Thus. the book servesa SINDULA LIMANDI W,
Sunday k ion’ context or his depicts Hmnhe'woducera{ dual purpose of exposing JAYARATNE is a doctoral student
radwldcobgy.fspecmlyby backgrmndhad v his intedl has yelded the ‘radicalisation’ as athreat 1o in terrorism studies at
and st vhibe | natienal security and how best the National Defence in
thinkang and actions. Prof. persunarlrywhm led him o of whether the ‘consumer’ or the the government can ‘prevent' Malaysia. A military officer, she
tates on page 94, perform asa ieade«crsvmgfca policy maker the such 1 in the was a lecturer at Sir John
“With the rize of the 1S in 2014, ol among h duction of intelli time. future by mpraving the secunty Kotelawala Defence University.

Benefits of Social Dimension of Metaverse in Marketing

BY DR, NIRMA SADAMALI
JAYAWARDENA AND
DR. ABHISHEK BEHL

Fulure marketing platforms will utilise
the metaverse 1o present a wide range of
brands within a 3D interactive digital
space. Essentially, the metaverseis a
digital version of the physical world and
how we work by applying it in daily life.
Users of this 30 virtual space will beable
1o interact with each other via avatars
thart are based on their likenesses. The
way we communicate in the future will
have a significant impact on the wayin
which they use the marketing function,
The term ‘metaverse” was first used i
Neal Stephenson's dystopic and
eyberpunky novel Snow Crash which
was published in 1992 It is worth noting,
that the metaverse is not the stuff of
science fiction. As a result of Snow
Crash, in 2003, scltware engineers
devised the online platform referred to
as 'Second Life, which gave users the
ability to construct a cartocn
representation of themselves, connect
with other people in a variety of virtual

and i with

Dr. Nirma Sadamali Jayawardena

reality, there is a striking difference
when it comes to hosting social
behaviours. Various contexts exist in
which companies can hamess their

ial to create such social value 1o

them. This arbcle discusses the benefits
of the social dimension of a melaverse in
marketing by considering the social
component. standards or 1ools and

1. The true value of the
metaverse lies in its social
component

Virtual environments may be maore
d in some cil

maximise their benefits.

It has been shown that virual reality
can help predict product adoption and
haw virtual reality can affect specific
aspects of consumer behaviour, such as
haptic {when consumers "louch’
products) and auditery (when
consumers hear a product sound in
virtual reality). A study by Meiliner et al,
(2020) indicates that virtual reality
' choices but does

than 20 Internet environments. Virtual
stores, for example, can be more
than wet . Although VR

not necessarily lead to greater
satisfaction. The capability of the

experiences are less impressive, [he_-p
are significantly cheaper than those in
the physical world, such as riding a
rollercoaster in VR instead of one ina
theme park. It is impartant to note,
however, that the real value of the
metaverse is in its social

=

te fink ind an aglobal
scale in a manner that is both extremely
dynamic and immersive is one of the
factors that have the most significant
impact on social ties. By removing
geographical boundaries and making it
pnssmle te connect in vifual

fundamental limitation of the 20

Internet is that despite its many
gths, it is not d 110

cellaboration with its users. G

the paves the
way for the formation of g[clhal
and the p
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alse in planning, administration, and
support for virtual tourism.
2. Interchange standards
and tools

As afirst step, a metaverse ecosystem
must have the necessary hardware,
networking, and virtual platforms.
Essentially, this is a fundamental

meetings, collaberating on progects,
playing games, and learning in virtual
environments, the concepl of metaverse
offers transformational new
opportunities across industries o
enhance the user experience, While
some may argue that the metaverse is
simply a new term for existing
technologies, it is much mare than that.
A metaverse should be different from
conventional terms, as it offers ‘shared’,
‘persistent” and ‘decentralised’ features.
There is no social connection between
learners in simulation, AR, or VR Despite
the ability to adopt new identities and
interact with others, mulfi-user

building bBleck that is d a wide
range of technical solutions, protocols,
formats, and services that all contribute
to the mteroperability of the system as a

systems like Second Life
cannal offer a persistent world or culture
for users to live, work and leam in. The
use of decentralised technologies (e.g.,

whole. It is our ion as 510
become as integrated into the metaverse
as possible to have the greatest possible
impact on it As a result of their search
far activities to occupy their children
while they were stuck inside, millions of
people who were sceptical of the
benefits of digital technology have now
engaged in virtual werlds and activities
such &s Fortnite or Aoblox, Ahigh-
fidefity virtual-reality headset accessing
the metaverse constitutes a navel
computer-mediated environment that
enhances the options available to

EIOSS- tullurald-amgue Itis possublelu
usze the

There are numersus devices and

the ZD Internet to the metaverse,
especially when you view it in virtual

Improve city services which are
essential for the tourism sector and

around us today that we need
to integrate to accomplish this goal. By
engaging in social activities such as

nen-fungible tokens) can
ensure the security of economic
activities. Therefore, a metaverse
ecosystem must have the necessary
resources such as VR and AR headsels,
projection cameras and screens,
wearables and more.

3. Most suitable way to

i There has been
that when workers are allowed to
experiment with new ideas or processes
in a risk-free virlual environment, this
can resull inincreased creativity and
efficiency in the real world, One such
example is digital twin avatars. In
addition to existing on screen, these
twins will also be rendered as
holograms that are controlled by Al To
communicate with multiple stakeholder
groups simultaneously, a CEO could
activate an Al-powered hologram af
himsell. For remote work experience,
30 reems can be used o occupy
employees to collaborate.

Finally, this article discusses the
benefits of the social dimension of o
metaverse in marketing by considering
the triple perspectives of social

interchange
1ools and approachable technufogles
Key takeaways

® The metaverse is a digital version of
the physical world and how we live.
The avatars that consumers will use
in this 30 virtual space will be based
on their likenesses,

® |tis the abiliy of the metaverse to
connectindiduals globally in a way
that is bath dynamic and immersive that
has the greatest impact on social ties.

» Simulations. AR, and VA don't
connect leamers. While multi-user
interactive systems like Second Life
allow users to adopt new identities
and interact with others, they cannot
provide a persistent world or culture.
Economic activities can be secured
with decentralised technologies {e.g.,
blockehains, non-fungible tokens).

® By utilising the metaverse
technology, companies are able to
create digital twins of their goods and
facilities,

approach the consumer: b
Discover what works and Atthors:
what does not Dr. Nirma Sadamali Jayawardena
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