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THEhistoric surroundings of
Ampleforthwill be home to art-
work from the region. Paintings,
printmaking, ceramics, sculp-
ture, jewellery andmillinerywill
be on display in a showcase cele-
brating the region’s artistic talent
–withwork available to buy.
Full story: Page 3.

Abbey’s artwork
ABID to hostmore gigs in York’s
MuseumGardens has faced ob-
jections over late-night noise and
antisocial behaviour. Future-
sound Events, which runs Live at
MuseumGardens, has applied to
stage livemusic concerts up to 12
days a year until 10.30pm.
Full story: Page 7.

Museumgigs fears
ONEHealth Group delivered an
increase in profits and revenues
over the last financial year as it
invests in a new surgical hub.
The Sheffield company said in
the year toMarch 31 2026, reve-
nue grewby 11 per cent to £31.6m.
Gross profit rose to £6.5m.
Full story: Page 17.

OneHealth’s cheer
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The‘patchedtogether’caresystem

Baroness Louise Casey, who is
leading a commission into adult so-
cial care in England, said the system
too often creates “agony and uncer-
tainty” forpeopleat themostvulner-
able points in their lives.
Her team is launching what she

describes as a “challenging” conver-
sationwith the country, to gauge the
viewsof thepubliconchanges to the
current system.
Speaking at the Local Govern-

mentAssociation (LGA)annualcon-
ference in Bournemouth today, she

is expected to refer to 22 attempts
since 1997 to reform adult social
care, saying: “None have fixed the
foundations. Because reformhas ei-
ther tried to improve bits of the sys-
temwithout addressing the whole.
Or it has reached for bigger reform
without securing public consent for
the hard choices it involves.
"Without public consent, each

time we get close, the debate nar-
rows. We need to have a different
andmore challenging conversation
with the country.”

Baroness Casey told MPs last
month that her interim report later
this year will suggest some “quite
big” changes to the system. She said
that while her final report is expect-
ed by 2028, the overall work might
be completed sooner.
She also confirmed she had been

in contact with would-be prime
minister Andy Burnham, who has
spokenabout thepotential foracare
levy.
Earlier this year, Baroness Casey

indicated that, as part of her com-

mission, she will ask whether re-
forms proposed by Sir Andrew Dil-
not more than a decade ago should
be enacted.
He led a review into the future of

funding social care and pub-
lished his proposals in 2011.
But despite Dilnot-style
reforms having been
accepted by previous
governments, they
havenever been imple-
mented.
Labour faced criti-

cism after it was elect-
ed in 2024 for scrapping
plans for an £86,000 cap on the
amount anyone in England would
need to spendon theirpersonal care
over their lifetime, having argued
theproposalswerenot “deliverable”.
Baroness Casey, inset, is now an-

nouncing that her team will, this
month, begin “testing the views of
hundreds of thousands ofmembers
of the public to get under the skin
of where the public are” in terms of

their views on social care pro-
vision.

These will include es-
pecially older people
who she will describe
as “toooften ignoredor
overlooked”, as well as
younger people “who
are already losing faith
that they will get any-

thing back from the state in
return for paying in”.

People will be asked who they
think should receive social care,
what families should be asked to
do for their loved ones, what people
should be able to expect from the

state and what people should con-
tribute in return.
In her keynote speech this after-

noon to more than 1,700 council-
lors, council leaders, senior officers,
politicians and organisations, she
is expected to describe a “patched
together” system “where more old-
er people are needing support, but
fewer are getting it”, and “where de-
mand from working-age adults is
rising in ways we still do not prop-
erly understand”.
She will refer to official Govern-

ment data suggesting a quarter of
people in the UK reported having a
disability in 2023/24, up from 19 per
cent a decade earlier, and that one
in 10 people of working age are now
claimingasicknessordisabilityben-
efit, adding: “Much of this is linked
tomental health conditions.”

THE public are to be asked who
should get social care, who should
pay, and what role the state should
play as part of a major review into
the “patched together” system.

GraceHammond
NEWSCORRESPONDENT CommissionchiefCasey to launch

a ‘challenging’ conversation to
gaugepublic’s viewsonchanges

Dan Fell MBE, chief executive
of Doncaster Chamber of Com-
merce, has become a director of
FlyDoncaster alongwith Andrew
Offer of 2Excel, an aviation com-
pany based at the airport. They
are also joined by consultant Ste-
phen Barker, who has previously
held senior roles for Gatwick and
Birmingham airports.
Companies House filings show

MrAllen stepped down as a com-
panydirector on June22,withMr
Fell, Mr Barker andMr Offer be-
ing appointed on the same day.
Senior Doncaster Council of-

ficers Debbie Hogg and Christian
Foster have remained as direc-
tors.
Council auditors Grant Thorn-

ton have previously raised gov-
ernance concerns about senior
council officers sitting on the
company’s board.
Three further board appoint-

ments are expected to bemade.
Among the conditions for the

project receiving £160m of devo-
lution funding from Oliver Cop-
pard’s South Yorkshire Mayoral
Combined Authority is allowing
it to appoint two non-executive
directors with aviation and com-
mercial expertise to the FlyDon-
caster board.
The release of funding is also

conditional on key terms of the
lease between the council and
landowner Peel being renegoti-
ated. A sticking point for lease re-
negotiations is an attempt to en-
sure that the funding package is
exempt from a lease clause enti-
tling Peel to 20 per cent of the air-
port’s future turnover above an-
nual base rent payments.
An airport project spokesper-

son said: “These new directors
will bring significant additional
experience to the airport opera-
tor, particularly in business rep-
resentation and aviation areas.
The final board will be made up
of eight members, bringing to-
gether the right range of skills re-
quired to oversee the successful
reopening and ongoingmanage-
ment of the airport. The full list of
appointments will be communi-
cated in due course.”
Lease ‘progress’: Page 2.

CITY of Doncaster Council chief
executive Damian Allen has
stepped down from the board of
the local authority-owned com-
pany set to reopen Doncaster
Sheffield Airport – with a local
business chief among three new
appointments to theorganisation.

Cityairport
recruits3
directorsto
boardas
Allenquits

TheBear-Fplanedroppedaseries
of buoys into the water near to the
aircraft carrierHMSPrinceofWales
before being intercepted by F35 jets
on Thursday last week, theMoD re-
vealed.
It condemned the activity in the

Norwegian Sea as “unsafe and un-
professional”.
The announcement comes on the

eve of the two-day Nato Summit in
Ankara, with Sir Keir Starmer set to
attend his last major international
event aftermonthsof pressure to in-
creasemilitary spending.
Meanwhile, itwasalsoannounced

yesterday the UK would sanction
Russian scientists and institutions
responsible fordeveloping theNovi-

chok nerve agent used in the 2018
Salisbury assassination plot.
Addressing the Russian aircraft

interception, anMoD spokesperson
said: “Whileoperating in theNorwe-
gian Sea onOperation Firecrest, the
UK’s Carrier Strike Group was re-
peatedly approached by a Russian
‘Bear-F’maritime patrol aircraft.
“TheBear-Fpassedat lowaltitude

and unnecessarily close to HMS
Prince ofWales anddropped a large

number of sonobuoys in close prox-
imity to the carrier.
“This activity was unsafe and un-

professional. The Russian aircraft
was intercepted and escorted by
two UK F-35 jets from HMS Prince
ofWales until it left the area.”
The UK’s Carrier Strike Group is

currently deployed off Iceland un-
der Nato command, with 1,500 Brit-
ish personnel on board. The group
consists of HMS Prince of Wales,

Type 45 destroyer HMS Duncan,
F-35 jets, Merlin and Wildcat heli-
copters, and is supported by RFA
Tidespring.
The Bear-F, a plane which can

be used for reconnaissance or as a
bomber, is believed to have dropped
tens of sonobuoys into the waters
near the aircraft carrier. Themoni-
toring devices use sonar to detect
submarines and other vessels.
Minister visits: Page 4.

TWO fighter jets have intercepted
a Russian patrol aircraft which ‘re-
peatedly approached’ the UK’s Car-
rier Strike Group, the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) said yesterday.

Fighters interceptRussianaircraft threateningUKcarrier

Governor AndrewBailey an-
nounced that Rhys Phillips has
been appointed, starting the role
onOctober 19.
Mr Phillips will be responsible

for the production of high-quali-
ty, secure notes which the public
can usewith confidence, the
Bank of England said.
In June, the Bank of Eng-

land unveiled a list of animals
– including a dolphin, a fox, a
butterfly, an owl, a bumblebee
and a shark – that could appear
on Bank of England banknotes,
eventually replacing historical
figures.
Workingwith a panel of wild-

life experts, the Bank has pro-
duced a shortlist of animals that
could become the central image
on the £5, £10, £20 and £50 notes.
Historical figureswho have

helped shape thought, innova-
tion, leadership and values have
been showcased on Bank of Eng-
land banknotes since 1970.
Mr Bailey said: “I am delighted

that Rhyswill be our next chief
cashier leading thework to intro-
duce a new generation of secure
banknotes.”

A newBank of England chief
cashier and director of notes is
set to take up the role in October
– as the Bank prepares to replace
historical figureswith animals
on its banknotes.

NewBank
chief oversees
animalnotes

TheKing has taken a ride in a BritishArmy tank during his first visit to theRoyal TankRegiment (RTR) since becoming Colonel-in-Chief. Charles’s
ride in the Challenger 3Main Battle Tank cameduring a during a visit to the TankMuseum, in Bovington, Dorset.Princess visits hospital: Page 5.
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Healey, whowas seen as a Starmer loyalist, was
withering in his assessment of the PMand Chancel-
lor’s approach to the defence investment plan (Dip).
Writing to the PM that “You have been unable and

the Treasury has been unwilling to commit the re-
sources that the nation needs to defend the country
at this time of rising threats”.
If that was not enough to jolt the Government out

of the coma of complacency that Britain has fallen
into over the past few decadeswhen it comes to de-
fence, then events last week should end any illusions
that the country can continue to do the baremini-
mum.
TheMinistry of Defence (MoD) said a Russian pa-

trol aircraft “repeatedly approached” the UK’s Car-
rier Strike Group as it operated in the Arctic andwas
intercepted by two F-35 fighter jets.
Russia’s Bear-F plane dropped a series of buoys

into thewater near to theHMSPrince ofWales air-
craft carrier. TheMoD condemned themove as “un-
safe and unprofessional”. Given the Putin regime’s
provocations in recent years, it can’t be dismissed
as just a chance encounter or even amistake by the
Russians.
The newDefence Secretary Dan Jarvis says “We

should be clear-eyed about the fact that the threat
fromRussia exists in every domain” and insisted
that Andy Burnham “understands the importance of
defending our nation”.
If Burnham is to show that he really understands

the importance of defence then he needs to be ready
to take difficult decisions.

Britaincannot
ignorethreatof
Putin’sRussia
The past fewmonths have been dominated by the
debate around Britain’s defence capabilities. In fact,
the final nail in Sir Keir Starmer’s political coffin
came as a result of the resignations of Defence Sec-
retary JohnHealey andArmed ForcesMinister Al
Carns.

Farage cannot expect to evade scrutiny if he is
serious about becoming the next incumbent of 10
Downing Street. So far the leader of ReformUKhas
leveragedwith great effect the disconnect thatmany
voters are suffering fromWestminster.
However, the chief architect of Brexitmust realise

that hewill now be held tomuch higher standards,
as anyone vying for the highest political office in the
country should. It isn’t simply a case of telling inter-
viewers to ‘mind their own business’ when questions
are asked of his financial affairs. The public expects
transparency.
The ReformUK leader is facing scrutiny over the

support given to him by long-term associate George
Cottrell, which included funding for staffing, secu-
rity and the use of a London townhouse.
The controversy over financial support fromCot-

trell combinedwith the ongoing probe by Parlia-
ment’s standards commissioner into a £5m gift Far-
age received from crypto-billionaire Christopher
Harborne points to a pattern of Farage enriching
himself. The leader of ReformUK says “It’s now clear
the establishmentwill stop at nothing to hurt Re-
form –wewant to smash their cosy consensus.”
When people say theywant a change in politics,

they don’t want to see standards denigrated further.
It is amatter of trust. Trust that is heavily under-
minedwhen politicians takemoney from convicted
criminals and not declaring it.

Faragewillbeheld to
farhigherstandards
ReformUK andNigel Farage have spent the past
couple of years riding a turquoisewave of a favour-
able political tide, theMP for Clacton nowfinds him-
self in hot water over financial support that he has
received.

Yorkshire is also home toHarlow Carrwhich al-
lows people of all ages to enjoy the sights of nature.
When the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS)merged
with the NorthernHorticultural Society in 2001,
Harlow Carrwelcomed 72,000 visitors a year and
employed 11 gardeners. Today, it attracts over half a
million visitors annually and employs 176 staff.
This growth is worth celebrating asHarlow Carr

marks 25 years since becoming the RHS’s first gar-
den in the North of England.
It is alsoworth paying tribute to the army of vol-

unteers whomake the visitor experience somemo-
rable. Yorkshire truly is lucky to be home to such a
beautiful public garden.

HailingHarlowCarr
Yorkshire is a horticultural hotbed and this love of
gardens has not come about by accident. The re-
gion’s green and lush landscape provides plentiful
inspiration for people to get out into their own gar-
dens and let their imaginations run free.

Letters to the editor
Email: yp.editor@ypn.co.uk
Write to: The Editor, The Yorkshire Post, Pinnacle, 15th Floor, 67 Albion Street, Leeds LS1 5AA.
Please include your full postal address and the publication date if referring to a Yorkshire Post article or a previous letter.
Please print as well as signing your name. The Editor reserves the right to shorten letters.

Have you taken a stunning photograph of everyday life in and aroundYorkshire?
For a chance to be featured, email your image, alongwith your contact details and a brief description of the image, to
yppicture.desk@ypn.co.uk (Please label your email “Snapshots of Yorkshire”. Image format: Hi-res JPEGs only).

Windmill at Skidby. By IanRichardson.

Don’t bolster defenceat expenseof theneedy

The Yorkshire Post today
(30/06/26) includes a timely and
well argued item on defence and
security and the assets available,
and needing additional such.
We nowhear the Conservative

leader tell us time and time again
that her party will greatly improve
the threadbare status of the Armed
Forces, and how, yes you have got
it, by deepwelfare cuts?
Listen to the likes of Stride, Phil-

ip, Patel, Cartlidge and themessage
is clear. Have you noticedwith just
howmuch relish the Conservatives
talk about welfare cuts as if they
actually enjoy the idea of inflicting
pain and distress on somany of the
vulnerable? 14 years revisited? It is
a strange kind ofmentality, liking
inflicting pain.
TheArmed Forces after 14 years

of Tory cuts andmore cuts and

slashing are so reduced in numbers
and equipment that certain tasks
and actions cannot be carried out.
The Royal Navy cannot provide
enough frigates and destroyers to
form a CBG (Carrier Battle Group)
to protect and defend one of the RN
aircraft carriers. French ships now
are needed.
Are plans to build new drone

ships instead of frigates and de-
stroyers a sound investment? How
are the army to be suppliedwith
modernweapons and equipment,
tanks, APC's come tomind?
TheDefence Department has a

deserved bad reputation for orders
that areway over costs when hand-
ed over and then prone tomalfunc-
tions, the two aircraft carriers, and
tanks are examples.
Will the Royal Navy in future

years be capable of bluewater op-
erations?Will the army andRAF
be capable of effective combat op-

erations against Russian aggres-
sion? It should be axiomatic that
the first duty of any government is
to protect the safety of the nation,
just as it should be not to deliber-
ately inflict pain and distress on the
weak and feeble.

WorldWarThree?
David Quarrie, Lynden
Way, Holgate, York.
WorldWar Three is coming,

just ask Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia,
Georgia, Ukraine, Finland, Poland,
Romania, Hungary, Germany, and
the Balkans!
I think therewill beWorldWar

Three in about three to four years.
Vladimir Putin's long time overall
plan/wish fromhis days as a KGB
Officer in the DDR (East Germany),
have been to re-assemble the old
USSR.

He has been probing and testing
NATO, the USA,much ofWestern
Europe forweakness, and he has
locatedmany. TheWesternAlli-
ance is not strong enough to cope
with Russianmilitarymight.
Admiral Tony Radakin and the

Labour ex Defence Secretary and
ForcesMinister have highlighted
the UK's weakness and lack of pre-
paredness. A classic examplewas
it took threeweeks to get awarship
from its UK base to Cyprus.
Putin has been building up allies

and he is willing to poison critics
of his regime nomatter where they
live. US President Donald Trump
has highlighted his refusal to go on
helping Europe defend herself and
hismany outbursts give an impres-
sion of ‘admiring’ Putin rather than
opposing him at every turn.
We are in real danger of sleep

walking intoWar. Defence spend-
ing not welfare increases!

MKO'Sullivan, Victoria Street,
Allerton Bywater, Castleford.

In arguing against clean energy,
Clark Cross (The Yorkshire Post,
June 30) claims that wind “can
only provide 35.3 per cent” of UK
electricity and that doubling tur-
bineswouldn’t help.
Where to begin.
Wind already generates around

30 per centmore electricity than
gas, a fact that will surprisemany
readers. And becausemodern tur-
bines are roughly ten timesmore
powerful than the oldermodels,
wewouldn’t need to double turbine
numbers to double output.
We’re likely to end upwith fewer

turbines as old ones are replaced.
Once the grid is upgraded, we’ll
also stopwasting the surpluswind
power it currently cannot handle.
Wind is only part of the picture.

Solar and hydro add further clean
generation, and taken together our
renewable assets now deliver an
average of 16 units for every 10 pro-
duced by gas.
Nuclear, which also avoids burn-

ing gas, strengthens that clean
supply.
On this basis, doubling all our

clean energy sourceswould pro-
ducemore than twice the electric-
ity currently generated by gas.
The real question is whether

we can store enough for calm or
cloudy periods.
The answer is increasingly yes.

New pumped-hydro facilities are
under construction, with scope
formanymore. Battery costs have
fallen sharply, and new chemistries
using abundantmaterials such as
sodium, iron and vanadium, can
provide longer-duration storage
than lithium.

Dowe have every technology
needed to eliminate gas entirely?
Perhaps not yet. But we can dras-
tically reduce our own reliance
right now, while exporting enough
surplus clean energy to help our
neighbours cut their emissions too.

Mainstreamparties
musthelp residents
Paige Turner, Surrey
Street, Sheffield.
The rise of ReformUK and the

far right in areas of Sheffield is
being fuelled by alienation from
mainstreamparties, namely the
right wing of the Labour party and
the Green Partywhomade the baf-
fling decision in the last election
to promote it as a two-way race
between themselves andReform,
whichwas not only incorrect (La-
bour and Lib Demswere and are
the two largest parties on the coun-
cil), it gave Reform free advertising
and a platform.
Areas in Sheffield are currently

being left adrift by a Labour Party
andGreen Partywho are failing to
support the efforts of the areas’ res-
idents to fight the sell-off of acres
of Green Belt, including vital farm-
landwhich produces food.
Labour andGreen alike have

previously failed to support the
areas of Ecclesfield, Grenoside and
HighGreen in their fight to prevent
vital library services being cut or
closed.
In a precursor to the current

‘ban’ on Pride in Essex libraries, the
previous Green cabinetmember
for Sheffield libraries, Alison Teal,
was later excluded from the party
for allegedly anti-trans views.
Subsequent chairs of the com-

mittee, which oversees Sheffield
Libraries from all parties, includ-
ing the Green incumbent, seem
ignorant to the fact that the broken
system of branch library provision,

themajority of which are volun-
teer-led, have not posted on social
media about Pride, creating a de-
facto ban on it and showno inter-
est in challenging this.
Reformhas alreadywon in

Barnsley by a landslide. Labour
andGreen alike in Sheffield need
urgently to support residents
in Chapeltown, Ecclesfield and
Grenoside fighting to stop the sell-
off of Green Belt land and lobby
for vital services, such as branch
library provision onHighGreen,
Ecclesfield andGrenoside, to be
reinstated.

Complex issueof
Neetsneedsdebate
Jim Buckley, Ackton.
Wemust prepare the young

forwork, saysMatt Bromley (The
Yorkshire Post, June 16). Ismail
Mulla (The Yorkshire Post, June 19)
commented on aGovernment re-
port that one in eight young people
are not in education, employment
or training (Neet).
Just two examples of concerns

being highlighted. This is a com-
plex area, and needs to be properly
debated; not become a political
football.
There is the SocialMobility

Commission, which is long on
words, saying it is there to do re-
search, and if asked, advise the
Government.
Which brings us to the power

struggle by Government. As an ex-
ample, on June 23MPsmade rec-
ommendations, only to be slapped
down by the Government. It is
what theHouse of Commons con-
siders whichmatters; not what the
Government considers, butMPs
just accept it without whimper.
If wewant to see debate on any-

thing, we shall have to do it our-
selves. The present political set-up
is incapable of doing so.

Michael Carter, Exeter.

Storingclean
energy ismain
challenge

Ex-England cricket captainMi-
chael Vaughan is perfectly right,
now Stokes has gone, so should
RobKey at the ECB and particu-
larly BrendanMcCullumhead
coach.
Results over the past 12

months have overall been poor,
the team is drifting fromone de-
feat to another, seven out of the
last nine.
Under this regime the future

looks nothing but bleak.

Votes fromshirkers
Peter Hyde, Driffield.
Sir Keir Starmer had lost the

trust of quite a few of his Cabinet,
in particularMinister of Defence.
Hismultiple U-turnswere no

help. The question is ‘Will his
successor be any better?’
I verymuch doubt it as the

system of borrowing and spend-
ingwill continue and probably
be evenworse as LabourMPs are
aware that doling outmoney to
the idle brings votes for Labour
from the shirkers.

Plans forNPR?
James Smith, Sheffield.
You’re right to ask questions

of the Government’s plans for
Northern Powerhouse Rail (The
YP, July 1). It is a lack of ques-
tioning of HS2 that allowed the
vultures to sweep andmilk the
project for every penny.
And, yes, HS2 should have

started in Leeds and not London.
Then it would have been com-

pleted because London never
misses out.

‘It’s just theNHS’
Maria Jamil, Huddersfield.
The other daymy other half

received a letter for a supposed
missed appointmentwhen they
had actually not received the ap-
pointment in the first place.
The tone of the letter very

much putting them in the dock
when it was the hospital that was
guilty for not informing us of the
appointment in the first place.
Do they thinkwe’re psychic?

When I queried the consult-
ant at the appointment, he just
shrugged and said it’s the NHS.

Peter Rickaby, Moat
Way, Brayton, Selby.

Cricket future is
bleakunder regime

HOR ACE & DOR IS
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Howtoensure that our
heritage crafts survive

While public funding,museum-led preser-
vation, and heritage grants provide essential
support, they increasingly serve as safety
nets rather than growth strategies.While
they keep crafts alive, they are not necessar-
ily economically viable. The deeper issue is
not about a lack of skill or cultural value, but
about a lack of scalablemarket access and
modern commercial infrastructure.
Specifically, internationalmodels from

South and Southeast Asia offer a different
perspective. Craft ecosystems in Sri Lanka
have evolved into structured export engines,
connecting rural artisanswith global retail
demand. A prominent example of this is La-
karcade, a large souvenir and handicraft re-
tail brand that transforms village-level crafts-
manship into curated, design-led products.
Rather than treating craft as static herit-

age, Lakarcade-stylemodels treat it as a liv-
ing supply chain: evolving,market-respon-
sive, and brand-driven.
A large proportion of the craft production

inmany communities in the UK is still very
fragmented. Individualmakers often oper-
ate as sole traders,marketing by themselves
andmay not always have access to buyers. In

contrast, the souvenir industry in Sri Lanka
is a perfect example of how aggregation can
make all the difference.When small artisan
outputs are pooled under a unified brand,
they gain bargaining power, quality consist-
ency, and access to export logistics.
Survival of craft is closely tied to the pres-

ervation of technique, but also to its incor-
poration intomodern retail systems, as it is
with Lakarcade, which is well known in the
regional craft and tourism landscape, and
throughwhich is actively involved in inter-
national craft networks, such as theWorld
Crafts Council ecosystem.
TheUK already has compa-

rable rawmaterial in its artisan
base.What it lacks is a commer-
cial intermediary layer capable
of scaling productionwithout
eroding authenticity.
Sri Lanka’s craft exportmodel

teaches us that demand has
to be designed, not assumed.
A successful souvenir chain
doesn’t just sell handmade
goods – they curate them as life-
style objects, travelmemories,
and premium cultural artifacts.
UK craft strategy often falls short here.We

focus toomuch on heritage value instead of
consumer relevance. Although cultural sig-
nificance is important, global buyers rarely
buy objects purely for preservation. Story,
design, utility, and identity arewhat they buy.
Sri Lankan craft retailers blend traditional

techniqueswith contemporary design con-
sulting, seasonal collections, and tourism-
driven channels. Heritage isn't diluted, but
repackaged into scalable commercial for-
mats.
For the UK, this suggests a shift: from ‘pro-

tecting crafts as endangered practices’ to ‘po-
sitioning crafts as premium cultural exports’.
There are significant economic implica-

tions. There is a shortage of alternative em-

ployment opportunities in rural or semi-ru-
ral areas in both the UK and Sri Lankawhere
craft production is concentrated. Craft eco-
systems are decentralised engines of rural
incomewhen properly commercialised.
Sri Lanka’smodel demonstrates how

structured procurement from village arti-
sans can generate stable livelihoods, particu-
larly for women.Many cottage industries are
female-led,meaning craft export systems
can function as quiet but powerfulmecha-
nisms of women’s economic empowerment
and financial independence.
Instead of importing amodel wholesale,

the UK could borrow a number
of key features: First, the devel-
opment of the so-called ‘craft ag-
gregation hubs’ as intermediar-
ies between independentmakers
and buyers from the internation-
almarket.
Secondly, the opportunity for

collaborativeworking between
the UK designer and the tradi-
tional craftsperson, with the
product remaining part of the
tradition and reflecting contem-
porary tastes and sensibilities.

Thirdly, retail partnerships inwhich craft
products are not considered to be niche sou-
venirs, but elevated as cultural products in
the luxury homeware and lifestyle category.
Fourth, digital cataloguing and storytelling

systems that enable traceable origin stories
to be attached to each product, thus promot-
ing authenticity in globalmarkets. These
ideas are similar to the successful souvenir
export industry in Sri Lankawhere craft
is not a separate production process, but a
commercial export pipeline.

DrNirma Jayawardena is an Assistant Profes-
sor at the University of Bradford andDr Isuru
Koswatte is an Assistant Professor at the Uni-
versity of theWest of Scotland.

T
HEUK’s traditional crafts sec-
tor is undermounting pres-
sure. According to theHerit-
age Crafts Association Red
List, the number of critically
endangered crafts has risen
to 72, with nearly 100more

classified as endangered. Fromhand-thrown
pottery and traditional basketry to niche
textile techniques andwoodwork, entire skill
ecosystems are approaching collapsewithin
a single generation.

Nirma Jayawardena
and IsuruKoswatte

Key role inprotectingdata centres

AtAndel, based in Barnsley, exports have
grown by 75 per cent over the last year and
our distributor network continues to expand
around theworld. That growth has not hap-
pened by chance. It has come because de-
mand for robust leak detection, flood defence
and environmental protection systems is
rising at exactly themomentwhen our prod-
ucts, experience and Yorkshiremanufactur-
ing base aremost needed.
The boom in data centres is driven in large

part by AI, cloud computing and the growing
digital economy. To put the scale into per-
spective, some data centres are comparable
in size to several football pitches, while the

largest can feel like small industrial towns.
They contain vast amounts of electrical and
computing equipment.
Such critical environmentsmust oper-

ate continuously, often at enormous scale,
with complex electrical, cooling and building
management systems. In that setting, a water
leak is not aminormaintenance issue. It can
threaten uptime, damage expensive equip-
ment and disrupt services that businesses,
public bodies and communities rely on.
In such a high-value and high-

ly controlled environment, even
a small leak in thewrong place
can have serious consequences.
Early detection allows facilities
teams to isolate affected areas,
respond quickly and avoid un-
necessary disruption.
Leak detection hasmoved

frombeing a niche consid-
eration to an essential part of
resilience planning. As the UK
has recognised data centres as
critical national infrastructure,
the importance of protecting these sites has
become clearer. If the digital economy is to
keep growing, the physical infrastructure
behind it has to be protectedwith the same
seriousness as power and cyber security.
Fortunately, the UK and Ireland have

strong credentials in flood prevention, leak

detection and environmental resilience. You
might saywe have plenty of experience of
watermanagement. In Yorkshire, where
manufacturing, engineering and problem-
solving are part of our industrial identity,
that expertise is creating international op-
portunity.We are immensely proud that a
business headquartered in Barnsley can con-
tribute to the protection of critical infrastruc-
ture across theworld.
Leak detection has always been at the core

of our business. Andel has been
developing andmanufactur-
ing systems for nearly 35 years,
giving us deep experience in
protecting buildings and infra-
structure fromwater damage,
pollution incidents and flooding.
Data centresmay be a relatively
modern growthmarket, but the
underlying challenge is onewe
understandwell: how to detect a
problem early enough to prevent
it becoming a crisis.
Theworld’s digital infrastruc-

ture is expanding rapidly. The challenge now
is tomake sure it expands safely, responsibly
and resiliently. FromBarnsley, we are proud
to be playing our part.

DeborahHall is export and key project sup-
port at Andel.

F
ROMsteel and textiles to ad-
vancedmanufacturing, our
region has built its reputation
on practical ingenuity, techni-
cal skill and an ability to solve
difficult problems. Today, that
same tradition is helping us

respond to one of the fastest-growing global
infrastructure challenges: the rapid expan-
sion of artificial intelligence and the data
centres required to power it. This has created
new opportunities for specialistmanufactur-
ers like ours.

DeborahHall

Time for a crackdown
one-scootersmenace

They have turned our pavements
and shopping streets into places of
real danger, where people are being
knocked down, hurt and even killed,
but virtually nothing is being done
about it.
If somebodywas speeding

through a pedestrian precinct on
amotorbike, the policewould be
scrambled to stop them, but e-scoot-
ers get a free ride despite arguably
being a greater hazard because you
can’t hear them approaching.
And they’re everywhere. In the

last few years, they have gone from
being a rare sight to being so com-
mon that watching out for themhas
become as routine as looking both
ways before crossing a road.
Just what a danger they are is

proven by police figures showing 10
peoplewere killed in accidents last
year and 1,484 injured. That’s no
surprise, given that these things are
travelling along pavements at 15mph
or even faster. It is a fair assumption
thatmany of those hit by e-scooters
were elderly or disabled and unable
tomove swiftly enough out of the
way as one bore down on them.
Had they been victims of peo-

ple driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, those responsi-
ble would be hauled into court and
at least some sent to prison. But
because e-scooters are regarded as
littlemore than toys, the riders caus-
ing deaths and injuries are getting
awaywith it, despite their arrogant
disregard for the safety of pedestri-
answhose spaces they invade.
The normalisation of themhas

been reinforced in Leeds by the
LNERBeryl Bike hire scheme, which
also provides e-scooters, allowing
people towhizz awaywithout any
training or aptitude for riding one
safely. But it is the estimated 950,000
in private hands that are the real
problem and one of themost dis-
graceful aspects of this plague on
our pavements is that leading retail-
ers are complicit in it and profiting
from a dangerous illegal activity.
Last week, it emerged that Currys,

Argos, Halfords andAmazon had
beenmarketing e-scooters for com-
muting, with some pitches promot-
ing them for “urban riding”. Pri-
vately-owned e-scooters are banned
frompublic spaces, including roads,
pavements and cycle lanes, and can
only be legally used on private land.
Only rented e-scooters, like those
provided by Beryl Bike, can be used
on the roads, and those hiring
themmust have a driving licence.

The companies concerned said
they provided legal warnings about
the use of e-scooters, but once they
are out of the door of a shop or deliv-
ery van, the laws are being flouted.
Police can stop and seize e-scoot-
ers, and the users risk prosecution
for drivingwithout insurance, but
mostly they are not facing either los-
ing themor being fined, despite a
co-ordinated nationwide crackdown
lastmonth.
The pressure police forces are un-

der is partially responsible for that,
as are the scarcity of foot patrols in
our urban areaswhere e-scooters
are so prevalent, and the sheer num-
bers on the streets. If getting on for a
million of them are being ridden, the
police face a near-impossible task in
enforcing the law.
Like the epidemic of shoplifting,

this is a crime being carried out with
impunity in plain sight every day of
theweekwhile the public looks on
and despairs. And criminality is un-
doubtedly part of the e-scooter cul-
ture.Many of the riders cover their
facewith a scarf, the only possible
conclusion being that theywant to
avoid identification.
The e-scooter has become an es-

sential part of drug dealers’ activi-
ties, allowing them to speed along
pavements and alleyways safe from
pursuit by police. An internet search
on how to disable speed-limiting
technology on e-scooters immedi-
ately turns up detailed instructions
and even video tutorials. You can bet
those videoswere the first thing all
thosemasked riders turned towhen
they took delivery of their shiny new
toy.
It is time for a crackdown, and not

just by the police. As e-scooters con-
tinue to proliferate, sowill the num-
bers of those being killed or injured
by them, and the government should
not stand by and do nothing about
one of ourworst road and pedestri-
an safety problems.
The answer is to ban the sale of

e-scooters until a proper system
for enforcing their safe use is es-
tablished, including requirements
for registration and insurance that
wouldmake tracking owners easier.

T
HE e-scooter rider
hurtling through
Leeds city centre the
other daywasn’t stop-
ping for anybody.
Old, young, pushing a
pramor disabled, eve-

rybody in pedestrianised Commer-
cial Street was expected to get out of
theway and the broad grin on the
rider’s face as people jumped aside
to avoid being hit spoke eloquently
of what amenace e-scooters have
become.

ANDREWVINE
on Tuesday

BESTDEFENCE: The Thames Barrier pictured under construction on theRiver Thames on July 7, 1980.Work began on the barrier in 1974 and it came into operation in 1982.
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1307:Edward I, having conquered the
Welsh, died on his way to Scotland to
fight Robert the Bruce.

1814:The first authentic historical
novel, SirWalter Scott’sWaverley, was
published.

1816:Richard Brinsley Sheridan, Irish-
born playwright of School for Scandal
(1777), died. He becamemanager of the
Drury Lane Theatre aswell as a politi-
cian but died in poverty.

1860:Composer GustavMahler was
born in Kaliste, Bohemia.

1927:Christopher Stone became the
first ‘disc jockey’ on British radiowhen
he presented hisRecord Round-up from
SavoyHill.

2005:A series of explosions ripped
through London in co-ordinated ter-
rorist strikes. Suicide attacks on three
LondonUnderground trains and a
double-decker bus killed 56, including
the bombers, andmore than 700were
injured.

2013:AndyMurraymade history as
he became the first Britishman to take
theWimbledon singles title in 77 years.

BIRTHDAYS: Ringo Starr, ex-Beatle, 86;
Michael Howard, former Conservative
Party leader, 85;Bill Oddie, comic actor/
wildlife presenter, 85;Tony Jacklin, for-
mer golfer, 82;RobNewman, comedian/
author/political activist, 62.
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